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FROM PRESIDENT CLINTON TO THE NAVY TWA FLIGHT 800 

RECOVERY TEAM: THINK TWICE BEFORE SPEAKING OUT 

by Ian Williams Goddard 

The White House recently removed the all-too-revealing Executive Order 13039 from 

the White House webpage. EO 13039 removes the Naval Special Warfare 

Development Group (which contains the Navy units that recovered the debris of TWA 

800) from federal-labor protections that include protections for whistle blowers. The 

rights of the Navy crew were revoked to protect "national security." 

President Bill Clinton signed EO 13039 on the SAME DAY that the FBI seized the 

TWA 800 radar tapes from Richard Russell (03/11/97), which was just two days 

before PARIS MATCH was to run an article showing frames from the tape displaying 

an unknown high-speed vehicle near TWA 800, which was flying next to active 

naval-exercise zones. 

As soon as the government found out that Russell had the radar tapes, they quickly 

seized them and the President signed an Executive Order that promises to punish 

Navy personnel who dealt with TWA 800 should they decide to blow the whistle on 

Navy wrongdoing. One could hardly imagine stronger indicators of intent to suppress 

the truth about TWA 800... directed from the very top. 

Having a link to the White House webpage where EO 13039 was hidden apart from 

the other EOs was a powerful means to demonstrate the naked culpability of the 

federal gov- ernment in the downing of TWA 800. Well no more, EO 13039 has just 

been removed from the White House website. The government's policy: if the truth 

looks bad, erase it. 

Here's the former webpage of the now missing EO: 

http://www.padrak.com/alt/index.shtml#EO13039


http://www.whitehouse.gov/white-house-publications/1997/03/1997-03-11-exec-o 

rder-on-naval-special-warfare-development-group.text 

Instead of finding the EO, now you will find: 

     You are trying to retrieve a document 

     that is not available at this location. 

The EO was also listed at this White House 

webpage: http://library.whitehouse.gov/Retrieve.cgi?dbtype=text&id=7967&query=1

2171 but it has been removed from that webpage as well. 

All evidence of EO 13039 has even been removed from the White House Executive 

Order search 

engine: http://library.whitehouse.gov/?request=ExecutiveOrder indicating that they 

didn't simply rewrite the URLs. 

Get a glimpse of the fact that EO 13019 does/did exist by seeing it listed in the 

Federal Register; but hurry, before this evidence of it is also erased. Just go to: 

gopher://gopher.nara.gov/00/register/toc/1997/mar/mar14.toc 

where you will find these brief statements: 

Federal Register / Vol. 62, No. 50 / Friday, March 14, 1997 ***** 

Presidential Documents 

EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

Naval Special Warfare Development Group, exclusion from Federal labor-

management relations program (EO 13039), 12529 

Copy it. 

 

So here's the incredible disappearing Executive Order: 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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For Immediate Release March 12, 1997 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

- - - - - - - 

EXCLUSION OF THE NAVAL SPECIAL WARFARE DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

FROM THE FEDERAL LABOR-MANAGEMENT RELATIONS PROGRAM 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the 

United States of America, including section 7103(b)(1) of title 5 of the United States 

Code, and having determined that the Naval Special Warfare Development Group has 

as a primary function intelligence, counter-intelligence, investigative, or national 

security work and that the provisions of Chapter 71 of title 5 of the United States 

Code cannot be applied to this organization in a manner consistent with national 

security requirements and considerations, Executive Order 12171 of November 19, 

1979, as amended, is further amended by adding the following at the end of section 1-

205: 

"(i) Naval Special Warfare Development Group." 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

March 11, 1997. 

----------------------- End of E.O. 13039 ------------------- 

Navy assets and units that recovered the debris of TWA 800 included: 

USS Grasp (ARS 51) 

USS Grapple (ARS 53) 

USS Trenton (LPD 14) 

USS Oak Hill (LSD 51) 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit 1 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit 2 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit 6 

Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 2 

These assets and units are subsets of the Naval Special Warfare Development Group. 

E.O. 13039 removed all personnel in this Group from whistle-blower protections for 

reasons of "national security." 



For more: http://www.accessone.com/~rivero/CRASH/TWA/twa_labor.html 
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